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This book is published by the Association of Medical 
Microbiologists in the UK. The aim of this publication 
is to help medical microbiologists to ensure and to 
maintain the best quality in their practice, from the 
collection of the specimens to the report of the results. 
Indeed, the clinical findings of the microbiology 
laboratory are of special importance in the diagnosis 
and the treatment of infectious diseases. 
The document is divided into several sections: the 
first one is related to the general procedures that should 
be used in a microbiology laboratory. These procedures 
describe all the steps needed by a microbiological 
analysis. In the four following sections are given the 
standards required for the examination of the different 
specimens in bacteriology, virology, serology and 
mycology. The recommendations for antibiotic 
susceptibility testing and antimicrobial assays are also 
given in the fourth section. Training, quality assurance 
and accreditation are also essential to consider. The 
standards related to these concerns will be published 
later. 
This publication is very clear and easy to read; it 
will certainly be very useful and helpful for all micro- 
biologists throughout Europe. Indeed, providing the 
best-quality services should be the main goal of 
microbiology laboratories, as well as other laboratories, 
in the last years of the twentieth century. The quality 
assurance is essentially based on written, signed and 
dated procedures describing in detail each step of the 
examination of a specimen. A microbiologist with the 
required professional training, skill and experience, 
chosen in the laboratory, has to be in charge of the 
quality assurance program. 
In France, the Ministry of Health published in 
December 1994 the ‘Guide de bonne exkcution des 
analyses de biologie mhdicale’ (GBEA). This document 
describes the general procedures that should be used in 
every laboratory. Each laboratory, belonging to the 
different specialties, has to write its own procedures. It  
is the reason why microbiologists need guidelines such 
as that published by the Association of Medical 
Microbiologists in the United Kingdom. 
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